Kinetics of C-reactive protein in acute viral hepatitis.
The significance of C-reactive protein (CRP) in acute viral hepatitis was studied by measuring the serum CRP level in patients with acute hepatitis type A (AHA), B (AHB), and non-A, non-B (AHNANB) and examining its localization in liver biopsy specimens by the immunohistochemical method. The mean value of the serum CRP level determined by enzyme immunoassay (EIA), was markedly increased in the acute phase of AHA and AHB, particularly the former. It decreased rapidly in both AHA and AHB during the convalescent phase, but was generally low in AHNANB with no marked difference between the acute phase and the convalescent phase. Under light microscopy, CRP was stained in the cytoplasm of hepatocytes, and immuno-reactive products were observed in the rough endoplasmic reticulum (RER) by electron microscopy. In the acute phase, the intensity of staining was slightly greater in AHA, decreasing during the convalescent phase in AHA and AHB, but only weak staining was observed in all patients with AHNANB. Evaluation of CRP may be useful for clarification of differences in clinical manifestations and the mechanisms of inflammation among different types of hepatitis.